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Welcome To The Webinar

A-1

Solving 12 Chief Architect User Mistakes & Time Wasters
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Dan Baumann - Your Presenter

 Any Downloads will be at ChiefExperts.com in the "Latest News" Area
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Information for this Presentation:

 This Webinar Starts at: 3:00 PM Central 

 Any Downloads will be at ChiefExperts.com in the "Latest News Area"

 Use your computer speakers to listen to this presentation

 If you want to call in the phone number is: 415-655-0055

 Call In "Access Code": 749-838-507

 If calling in please enter the "Audio Pin Code" when asked

No Scale:

Solving 12 Chief Architect User Mistakes & Time Wasters

Mute & UnMute
Audio If Available

Show and Hide
GTW Control Panel

View GTW Full or
Window

Raise Hand to Ask a
Question

Type Your
Questions Here

Choose Phone or 
Computer Speakers

Settings for this 
Control Panel

Choose Audio 
Device and Settings

Summary of 
Questions

Webinar Title
and ID Code
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What's Included In This Presentation:

1)  Are you charging enough for your planning services? Some Thoughts!

2)  Do you have a process that you follow when you start a plan?

3)  Is Chief not quite the Silver Bullet you thought it would be?

4)  How to Take Advantage or Preferences and Defaults

5)  Is your dimensioning a mess?

6)  Learning How To Use Chief Architect doesn't have to be painful.

7)  Are Floors and Platforms Driving You Nuts?

8)  Roofs can be Evil! - But They Don't Have To Be

9)  Layers and Layer Sets - How They Save You Time

10)  Annotation Sets - What Are They and When Do You Use Them

11)  You Want Details? - Using Slabs and Molding Polylines

12)  What shortcuts should you be using? Here are my Favorites
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What We'll be Covering In This Webinar
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 Remodeling Contractor 1976 to 1996

 Chief User and Trainer 1993 to Present

 Now - Offer the Best Education, Support & Products

No Scale:

A Bit About Me!

Ab
ou

t D
an

 B
au
m
an
n

 Any Downloads will be at ChiefExperts.com in the "Latest News" Area

Chief Training Since V‐2

00094

Chief User Since V‐1

Live Training Classes V‐2 ‐ V‐10 

Chief Architect X5
Training, Support and Products

All New
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Helping Others is a Great Way 
To Make A Living

Teaching Is Very Rewarding

I love This Industry and Want 
Those In It To Be Rewarded For 
Their Hard Work
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#1 Why Offering Design Services Saves Everyone Money?
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Read the Full Article at: chiefexperts.com/public/design‐services.cfm

1)  It's the #1 qualifier to help you stop wasting time with tire kickers.

2)  You'll raise your level of professionalism.

3)  You'll build a strong relationship that will help you get the project.

4)  Explain how your accurate As‐Build plans can save money

5)  You'll be able to produce better and more cost‐effective estimates

6)  Avoid costly delays because something was overlooked in the plan

7)  You'll avoid the "That's not what I thought I was getting" responses
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Read the Full Article at: chiefexperts.com/public/design‐services.cfm
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8)  You'll have the products you need on hand to complete the project

9)  Avoid the endless time sucking "Why" questions from your clients.

10)  Everyone will save time including your client

11)  You'll avoid schedule delays brought on by change orders

12)  You'll be able to offer money‐saving design ideas for the project

13)  Offering alternative product selections can save your client money

14)  You and your client will get a better night's sleep

15)  You'll be able to put away most of your fire extinguishers.
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#2 Do You Have a Plan Of Action For Each Drawing?
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A Plan Helps You Focus On Real Needs
 Helps You Be More Systematic
 Reduce Everyone’s Wasted Time
 You Can Be More Accurate With Fees

Download and Use The
“Designers Planning Spreadsheet”

(Look For The Link On The Tutorial Page Or Type 
http://bit.ly/design‐plan)

So
lv
in
g 
12

 C
hi
ef
 A
rc
hi
te
ct
 U
se
r 

M
is
ta
ke
s 
&
 T
im

e 
W
as
te
rs

by
: D

an
 B
au

m
an

n

People Don’t Plan To Fail ‐ They Fail To Plan
(And Then Things Get Missed And That Costs Someone Lots Of Money)
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99

LINEN
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5'
-1

0"
5"

10
'-0

"
6"

10
'-0

"
6"

3'
-1

"

5" PVC Drain Tile
Drain to Daylight

8" Concrete Walls
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8"
Coating for Cistern (TBD)

24" x 18" Concrete Footings
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

30" x 30" Pad Footings (Per Plan)
Tie ReeBar Together from

Pad to Trench Footings

6" Concrete Patio Floor
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8"
1-1/2" Bottom Cover

Roof Coating - (TBD)
6" Concrete Roof
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8" OC 

General Notes:
1) Concrete strength - minimum 3750 psi at 28 days.
2) Concrete cover:
      a)  Slab - Top cover at 1 1/2"
           Slab - Bottom cover 1 1/2" 
      b) Columns - 2" Cover 
3) All reinforcing steel are HT (High Tensile) bars

Roof Coating - (TBD)
5" Concrete Roof
11 Guage Wire Mesh

Roof Coating - (TBD)
5" Concrete Roof
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8" OC 

6" Concrete Patio Floor
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8"
1-1/2" Bottom Cover

Embeded  Beam Embeded  Beam Embeded  Beam

Embeded  BeamEmbeded  Beam

5" Concrete Floor
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8"
1-1/2" Bottom Cover

8" x 8" Concrete Block Walls
Metal Reinforcing To Code
1/2" ReeBar In Cavities 32" OC

Roof Coating - (TBD)
5" Concrete Roof

1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8" OC

8" x 12" Concrete Rim Beam
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

5" Concrete Floor
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8"
1-1/2" Bottom Cover

CISTERN

5" Concrete Roof
1/2" ReeBar 8" x 8"
Coating for Cistren (TBD)

24" x 18" Concrete Footings
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

12" Concrete Columns
6 - 5/8" ReeBar
12" OC Stirpus

Concrete Steps (TBD)

12" Concrete Columns
6 - 5/8" ReeBar
12" OC Stirpus

Glass Railings (TBD)Railings (TBD)

30" x 30" x 18"
Concrete Footings

4 - 1/2" ReeBar

8" x 12" Concrete Rim Beam
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

8" x 8" Concrete Rim Beam
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

8" x 8" Concrete Rim Beam
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

8" x 24" Concrete Wall
Reinforcement Pillars
4 - 5/8" ReeBar

8" x 6" Concrete Headers
Above Windows and Doors
2 - 1/2" ReeBar

2" x 4" Treated Framing 
on Non-Concrete Walls

8" x 16" Concrete Rim Beam
6 - 1/2" ReeBar

30" x 30" x 36"
Concrete Footings
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

30" x 30" x 18"
Concrete Footings
4 - 1/2" ReeBar

8" x 12" Concrete Pillar
W/ Beveled Top
4 - 5/8" ReeBar

36" x 6" Embeded Concrete Beam
5/8" ReeBar (See Specs)

Adjust Footings
to Grade
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#3 Is Chief Your Silver Bullet ‐ What Can It Do For You?
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Chief Architect is Like Having 4 Programs in 1
1. It’s a Fantastic 2D Layout Program 2. Powerful 3D Modeling and Rendering Program

3. Easy To Use Full Function 2D CAD Program 4. Complete Plan Assembly and Layout Capabilites
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Chief Can Do A Lot Of Things ‐ Thinking For You Is Not One Of Them

Chief Builds Digital Boxes the Look Like a Building Learn to Think of Chief as a CAD Program
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#3 Is Chief Your Silver Bullet ‐What it Does as You Draw?

 Chief is a Smart Program (Smartly Programmed)
 It Doesn’t Know What You Want – You Have To Tell It
 The Automation Can And Will Deceive You 
 Chief Draws Boxes – It’s Up To You To Get Them Right

a)  Walls Boxes
b)  Floor and Ceiling Boxes
c)  Roof Boxes At Angles
d)  Terrain Boxes That Can Be Contoured
e)  Cabinet Boxes That Can Have Different Shapes And Faces

 It’s NOT a Structural Program (It’s Not That Smart)
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#3 Is Chief Your Silver Bullet ‐ Can it Make You An Expert?

Chief Is A Tool – It Does NOT Think For You
How Do You Become a Good/Great Designer?
 Your Own Or Another’s Experience
 Learn To Ask Good Questions ‐ Then Listen
 Use Check Lists To Ask Questions
 Attend Seminars, Classes, Read, Study Design
 Join NKBA, ASID, NAHB, AIBD – Get Involved

Tools Are Used To Produce Things You’re Skilled At!

 Attend Home Tours In Your Area
 Talk To Your Building Department
 Use Plans Books and Online Services
 Take Lots Of Pictures
 Google What Your Want – (Use Images)
 Attend National Trade Shows
 Connect With The Pros – Join LinkedIn Groups

Ed
uc
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yo
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lf 
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st
op
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#4 Preferences and Defaults ‐ How They Save You Time

 Set Mouse to “Click Twice to Display”
 Set “Handle” and “Fill” Color
 Set “Crosshair” Preference
 Uncheck “Select Room Before Wall”
 Make “Edit Handle Size” – 5
 Use “Extended Toolbar Configuration”

Pr
ef
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s 
af
fe
ct
 h
ow
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So
ft
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e 
w
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Preferences Affect How The Program Works
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#4 Preferences and Defaults ‐ How They Save You Time

Defaults Affect How Your Current Plan Works

D
ef
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lts
 a
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ow
 th

e 
Pl
an

 W
or
ks

 Set Cabinet Defaults
 Set Window and Door Defaults
 Set Camera Defaults
 Set Floor Defaults
 Set Wall Defaults (CE Template)
Many Icons Can Be Double Clicked

Watch for "Defaults"
in Top of Dialog

The "Set as Default" Function
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 Dimension While Eliminating Fractions 
 Set Levels And Platforms Correctly
 Add The Roofs
 Add The Stairs
 Add The Rest Of The Detail
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#5 Is Your Dimensioning a mEss ‐ Here's Some Tips

A Well Dimensioned Plan is an Accurate Plan

If 
a 
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Using Layers for Final Dimensions
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#6. Learning Chief Architect Doesn't Have to be Painful

Help is Available if You're Willing to Learn!

If 
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g!Chief Architect Training and Help Resources 

 F1 = Contectual Help
 Use www.ChiefTalk.com
 Use the Videos in the Chief SSA
 Use www.ChiefTutor.com
 Use the PDF Manual that comes with the program
 Get the books from www.ChiefApprentice.com
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Mastering Chief Architect X5
Training, Support and Products

#6. Learning Chief Architect Can Now Be Enjoyable

Mastering
Chief Architect
at ChiefExperts.com
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Here’s What’s Included When You Join ChiefExperts.com

 Quick Start – Creating a Plan with Chief Architect

 Chief Architect X5 Step by Step Workshop Series

 A complete Syllabus that lays out each workshop

 Monthly Tips‐Time workshops and Industry Pro guest speakers

 Each workshop is presented live

 Each workshop is recorded and indexed to match the syllabus

 Download each workshop so you can view it offline.

 Hours of archived on‐demand videos

 New X5 Template and other Downloads as they become available

 About 20% of the cost of an equal College Course (Not In Colleges)

 1/3 The Cost of Training at Chief Architect (That's with an SSA)

 You Learn from Dan who uses the program every day!

All New
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#7. Your Entire Model Is Made Up of 3D CAD Boxes

Th
in
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of
 C
hi
ef
 a
s 
a 
CA

D
 

So
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 B
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e

Roof Boxes at an Angle

 Always Start Your Plan On The 1st Floor
 Set Platforms ASAP – It’s Faster
 Add Platform Dividing Walls
 Raising Ceilings On 1st floor To Move Floor Platforms
 Adding A New Floor Will Reset Model To “Defaults”
 Basement Ceiling Height Moves The Concrete Floor
 Roofs Baselines Are Placed Based On Ceiling Heights

Ceiling Boxes

Floor Boxes

Wall Boxes

Footing Boxes

Windows Are 
Many Boxes 

Molding 
Polyline Boxes

Slab Boxes

Slab Boxes

Overhang a
Combination of Boxes

3D Item in a Box
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#7. How To Work With Floors and Platforms

Everything in a Plan Is Measured From 
The 0" Floor Hieght on Floor #1

3D
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Platforms Are 3D Boxes Controlled By 
Floor And Ceiling Height

Overridden with
Floor Above

0" Floor Height
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#8. Roofs Are Fun When You Understand How They Work
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The Automatic Roof Tool Will
Get Between 0% and 100% Of Your Roof Correct

 Automatic Roof Tool Is Not Magic & Does 1 Thing
 Add a Baseline On All Exterior Walls
 Baseline Height Set By Room Height Next To Wall
 Builds 3D CAD Boxes Up From The Baseline
 Attempts to Join The Roof Planes Together

Get Walls In Place and Platforms Set
Before Using The Automatic Roof Tools

Roof Baselines Are The Starting Point For All Roofs. 
Baselines Are Initially Set Based On Ceiling Heights.  
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The Automatic Roof Function Is Used to Get Started
At Some Point You Will Make a Commitment to Use the Manual Roof Tools 

and Stop Using the Automatic Roof Function Completely

#8. Automatic Roof Tools Are Great For Starting a Roof
Once the Baseline is in Place Chief
Builds Roof Planes Up From Those Lines

As the Roof Planes Build From the Baseline
Chief Attempts to Connect all the Edges

 There is No Database Intelligence to Add Roofs
 No Structural Elements Are Considered
 Does not read your mind
 Is Not Programmed to Confuse You (That’s Up To You)
 Won't Add ‘Baselines” Over Interior Walls Automatically
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#8. "ALL" Roof Planes "START" With a Baseline
When You Add Roof Baselines Try To 
Keep Them on The Wall Main Layer 

The Parts Of A Roof Plane ‐ The Bullet Points Are 
The Locking Points (Hinge) Of Each Roof Plane

Adjust Roof Planes in 3D (Z‐Axis) ‐ Ask Yourself 
"What Part of The Roof Do I NOT Want to Change"

A Roof Plane Is A Closed Polyline Box That Can Be 
Reshaped and Sized Like Any 2D CAD Object
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#8. THe Roof Join Tool Works 100% of the Time

The “JOIN  TOOL” Will Join Roof Edges
Together 100% Of The Time

The only reasons this tool won’t work:
The Wrong Edges Have Been Selected

or 
The Roof Edges Were Not Meant To Be Joined Together

or 
There Is A “Break” In One Of The Edges

Transform Replicate Can Be Used to Make a Mirrored Copy of Any Roof Plane

Connecting Edges ‐ Join Tool or #2
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#8. The Join Tool Works in 2D and 3D Views

The Most Common Joins
Hip to Hip
Ridge to Ridge
Hip To Ridge
Valley to Valley
Valley to Fascia
Valley to Gable
Fascia to Ridge
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#8. You Never Have to Guess How Roofs Join Together

The Most Common Joins
Hip to Hip
Ridge to Ridge
Hip To Ridge
Valley to Valley
Valley to Fascia
Valley to Gable
Fascia to Ridge
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#9. Layers & Layer Sets ‐ How you See Things in your Plan

Without Layers Your Plans Would Look Like This
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#9. Layers & Layer Sets ‐ How you See Things in your Plan

Goal ‐ Everything In One Plan 
Use Layers to Control the Views

 Layers = Ability To Turn Things On And Off
 If You Can’t See Something It’s Either Not In The Plan Or The Layer Is Off
 Layer Sets = Ability To Turn “Defined Groups” Of Items On And Off
 Reason = To Draw Everything In One Plan
 Off/On ‐ Great To See Specific Areas Of A Plan All
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Annotation Sets affect how your Plan Looks
They Tie Directly Into The Views From Your 
Layer Sets
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#10. Annotation Sets
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Trim Tools

Ad
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te
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e

#11. Molding Polylines and Slabs ‐ Add 3D Details

 Details = Items drawn with the CAD Tools
 Most 2D CAD Items can become a 3D Item

 Point to Point
 Break Tool
 Trim and Extend
 Multiple Copy
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#12. Time Saving Shortcuts

 Shift + A ‐ Auto Dimension
 CTRL Key To Move Items
 CTRL + Z To Undo
 CTRL + S to Save
 Shift Select ‐ Choose Selection Icon First – Space Bar
 3 Key To Break Lines
 2 Key To Join Roofs
 Shift + F6 To Tile Screens
 F12 To Rebuild The 3D Model (Turn off Auto Rebuild CTRL+1)
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Right Mouse Button Used To:

Pick Items

Show Contextual Menu

Draw Wall and Lines

Draw Stairs Going Down

Bend Lines, Stairs, Roads

H
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g 
a 
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#12. Your Mouse Has an Important Role In The Process

Center Wheel Used To:

 Zoom In and Out

 Hold Down to Pan Your Screen

Left Mouse Button Used To:

Draw Items

Select Items

(Push Space Bar for Select All)

Double Click on Items

Grab and Drag Items

CTRL Key to Drag Unrestricted
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Mastering Chief Architect X5
Training, Support and Products

Mastering
Chief Architect
at ChiefExperts.com
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Act Now and Save
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Here’s What’s Included When You Join ChiefExperts.com

 Quick Start – Creating a Plan with Chief Architect

 Chief Architect X5 Step by Step Workshop Series

 A complete Syllabus that lays out each workshop

 Monthly Tips‐Time workshops and Industry Pro guest speakers

 Each workshop is presented live

 Each workshop is recorded and indexed to match the syllabus

 Download each workshop so you can view it offline.

 Hours of archived on‐demand videos

 New X5 Template and other Downloads as they become available

 About 20% of the cost of an equal College Course (Not In Colleges)

 1/3 The Cost of Training at Chief Architect (That's with an SSA)

 You Learn from Dan who uses the program every day!

All New
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Thanks for Attending ‐ Now It's Time for Q&A

My Clients Always Get Free Answers To Quick Support Questions!

If 
yo
u 
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 h
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p,
 I'
m
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